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Council and the cessation of hostilities, there was a complete
transformation of all Allied shipping and supply arrangements.
A new organisation covering the whole range of imported
commodities was set up and got into working order. In
fc addition to the matters already mentioned the coal position
of Italy, which at the beginning of the period was desperate,
was restored, and the necessary supply maintained. An
equally critical situation with regard to French coal caused
by the German offensive, which stopped the working of the
Pas de Calais mines and prevented the transport of coal by
railroad south of the Somme, was successfully relieved. There
was marked improvement in the regular flow of supplies of
food and munitions. In general the import services of France
and Italy were put upon a comparatively satisfactory and equal
basis.

The Commission Internationale de Ravitaillement and the
Inter-Ally Council on War Purchase and Finance are not
described in the foregoing chapter. This is not due to a
failure to appreciate the important services rendered by these
bodies, but to the fact that they were not examples of true
international co-operation, as were the bodies which are
described, because in them the Allies did not stand on an equal
footing. The Commission Internationale de Ravitaillement
permitted Great Britain to apportion her surplus resources
as equitably as possible among the various applicants. Simi-
larly the Inter-Ally Council on War Purchase and Finance
enabled America to apportion equitably the credit extended
by her to the Allies making purchases in America.